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Medic 3 060 0.477 3 0.171'1 0.200 9 1.023 3
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I, BT R S AR TAlL 5 S A AN B BRI 55l BT 18 Al 0k By AR D A Oy fl
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Bridge or Gap? Impact of New Quality Productive Forces on
Urban-Rural Consumption Gap
HU Runzhe', MEI Huixuan®, WEI Junying’

(1. Central University of Finance and Economics, Beijing 102206
2. Yangize University, Jingzhou 434023)

Abstract ; Against the backdrop of achieving the goals of domestic demand-driven economic growth, narrowing
the urban-rural consumption gap through the development of new quality productive forces ( NQPF) has become a
major focus of governments and academic circles. Based on theoretical analysis, this paper empirically examines the
impact of NQPF on the urban-rural consumption gap using panel data of 255 prefecture-level and above cities in
China from 2011 to 2022.

The findings reveal that the development of NQPF can narrow the urban-rural consumption gap, with the
convergence effect primarily driven by two dimensions ;: new quality means of labor and new quality objects of labor.
Mechanism analysis shows that NQPF promotes convergence mainly by fostering e-commerce development and
service-sector employment, and by reducing the disparities between urban and rural areas in these two dimensions.
Moreover, the convergence effect is heterogeneous: it is more pronounced in regions with larger consumption gaps,
in the eastern and central regions, and in densely populated areas, but not significant in the western, northeastern,
and low-density populated regions. Compared with cities with higher levels of digital economic development, those
with lower digital development levels exhibit stronger convergence effects.

The marginal contributions are threefold. First, by approaching the issue from the perspective of the urban-
rural consumption gap, this paper identifies NQPF as a key driver in reshaping the urban-rural consumption
structure and regional consumption patterns, broadening the research boundary of NQPF and providing both
theoretical and empirical evidence for promoting coordinated urban-rural consumption development under the goal of
common prosperity. Second, based on the dual perspectives of the consumption environment and employment
structure, it systematically identifies the internal mechanisms through which NQPF narrows the urban-rural
consumption gap. This analysis opens the black box of how transformations in productive forces and innovation
influence the urban-rural consumption gap. Third, it further addresses the policy-oriented question of how to better
develop NQPF and examines whether NQPF serves as a bridge. The findings provide clear policy implications for
optimizing digital infrastructure, advancing vocational skills training, strengthening rural market regulation, and
improving public service provision. These measures can help ensure that the benefits of developing NQPF are
distributed more effectively and equitably across urban and rural populations.

Based on these findings, four policy implications are proposed: (1) strengthening the empowering role of
NQPF in e-commerce development to smooth urban-rural consumption channels; (2) expanding service-sector
employment through NQPF to enhance rural residents’ consumption capacity; (3) cultivating and incentivizing
new quality labor to unlock long-term consumption potential; and (4) formulating region-specific strategies to
reinforce the differentiated enabling effects of NQPF.

Keywords: new quality productive forces; residents’ consumption ; consumption gap; domestic demand expansion ;

economic growth
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